
* WX4QZ’s On Air Time is REDUCED in both modes and On The Air Time *

The main reason I created the presentation “You’re Licensed: Now What?” 
was because so much of the material (including net and on the air etiquette) is
NOT covered in the Question Pools.

So many ham radio operators today think “it’s a cardinal sin” if they don’t 
check into x number of nets in a day or evening...and they feel there’s a prize, 
bonus, award, certificate, etc. for doing so. 

Sorry to burst your bubble, but ham radio is a HOBBY. And, like ANY other 
hobby, it should NEVER take priority over things like church, family, health, 
job, or especially “honey-do’s”. In the latter case, that new rig you have your 
eye on for Christmas or your birthday, is going back to “the candy store” in 
short order...and the “cardinal sin” in life is going grocery shopping when 
you’re hungry (hi hi). 

There is a “greater sin” that will send one to Hell when they die (not doing the
One Thing God requires (John 6:29, Acts 16:31))...but “shopping hungry” or 
“missing a ham radio traffic net” won’t influence whether you go to Heaven 
or Hell when you die. Besides, if you’re “sick as a dog”, I surely do not expect 
you to be on the air; and if needed, you should head to the nearest Urgent 
Care Center or Emergency Room, or call 911.

In the Excel Net List Spreadsheets that I have created (originally, they were in
PDF format, because the net info at dstarinfo.com was woefully out of date), 
there are over 200 D-Star, Echolink, and D-Rats Nets (in that order) that meet
during a given month. Some days, there can be as many as half a dozen nets 
that meet at the same time, on different bands and modes. 

As a side note, I do NOT handle lists for RF, DMR, CQ100, Fusion, Allstar, 
Freestar, Christian, or other mode related nets. Please see the file on UTC 
Times and Other Net Links for a PDF file with this information. These can be 
accessed in my D-Rats Shared folder (I only use the St. Tammany Ratflector), 
or from a hyperlink off of my bio on the QRZ website. You will need the 
appropriate utilities to view the files.

So many hams are “net hoppers”, and what I term as “Hi, Bye, And QSY” 
net checkins (Net Control, please checkin [callsign], [name], [location], short 



time, no traffic), and not a minute later, they’re doing it on another net. I have
to wonder if they even have a life outside of ham radio. Then, with not staying
around for the net, they’re “out of the loop” on events, and other topics. Now, 
if the reason they can’t stay for the net is because of other commitments with 
church, family, health, job, or “honey-do’s”, that’s understandable. 

One central Arkansas area ham radio operator has his late father’s callsign, 
but he’s “inactive”. This is because he and his wife work, and they have two 
young sons to raise. I do NOT fault him for that in any way whatsoever...he 
has his priorities in the right place.

Plus, nets are directed, and all stations are expected to follow instructions of 
Net Control. Yet lately, I’ve observed that very few comply with Net Control. 
I had gotten to where I would wait until the very last minute to checkin to a 
net (last call), to avoid all the pile-ups. Now, without checkins, there wouldn’t 
be a net...but the mad rush and disregard to follow Net Control’s instructions,
has left a very bad taste in my mouth, in regards to checking into nets.

And, some have had the audacity to say that “I don’t allow enough time for 
checkins on my nets”. Truth be told, there’s NO GOOD TIME for a ham 
radio traffic net, license exam, class, club meeting, hamfest, demo, special 
event station, etc. – as someone, somewhere, is going to have to miss it. I start 
checkins 45 minutes to an hour before the net, and if the net lasts 30 to 45 
minutes, that’s a 1 ½ to 2 hour window, give or take a few minutes. I’ve even 
thought about setting up a “Checkin When You Feel Like It Net”. This is any 
band, mode, repeater, reflector, day, or time, when you checkin...then, I will 
acknowledge and log you in kind…whenever I feel like it. Nobody seemingly 
pays attention to Net Control anymore.

In short, I have decided to REDUCE my on-air involvement to only the nets 
that I run (see the appropriate PDF file for details), and for any sked requests.
I’ve also eliminated all other D-Rats Ratflectors that I’m on to only the Saint
Tammany Parish Ratflector in Slidell, Louisiana (graciously provided by 
Glen Strecker, KG5CEN). I’ve just gotten burned out with the lack of net 
etiquette by hams nowadays. Folks can also email me on Winlink, via the 
hyperlink on my QRZ bio, or send a message on D-Rats. I will reply as soon 
as possible...but my ham radio on the air involvement is being REDUCED.

Daryl Stout, WX4QZ, Little Rock, Arkansas


